
88
2017 Quinta do Zambujeiro Branco Terra 

do Zambujeiro

The 2017 Branco Terra do Zambujeiro is a roughly equal blend of 

Arinto, Roupeiro and Antão Vaz aged for 12 months in 84% used 

French oak barrels. It comes in at 14% alcohol. This was seen at an 

earlier stage. Stern and brooding, this is not a light-and-bright 

white. When last seen, it looked potentially impressive. With a year 

in bottle, it is even more solid and more in need of a food pairing. 

The alcohol shows a bit, though, which mars the performance. On 

most grounds, this is a superstar, but it's not a perfect 

performance. A little more freshness and a little less alcohol might 

have helped. Not imported, it runs around 26 Swiss francs in 

Switzerland, where the owners reside. There will be no 2018—the 

winery did not like the quality.

- Mark Squires  (August, 2019)
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89
2016 Quinta do Zambujeiro Monte do 

Zambujeiro

The 2016 Monte do Zambujeiro (formerly called "Monte do 

Castanheiro," the name changed with the 2012 vintage) is a blend 

of 28% Alicante Bouschet, 34% Aragonez, 19% Tinta Caiada, 14% 

Touriga Nacional and 5% Trincadeira, all aged for one year in used 

French oak. It comes in at 14.5% alcohol. For the entry level, this 

shows fine concentration, reasonable precision and ripe tannins. It 

seems more serious than its level. This is not imported. It runs 

around nine euros in Portugal, a nice value.

- Mark Squires  (August, 2019)
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95+
2015 Quinta do Zambujeiro Zambujeiro

The 2015 Zambujeiro, the top-of-the-line estate red, is a roughly 

equal blend of Petit Verdot, Touriga Nacional and Alicante 

Bouschet with 7% Cabernet Sauvignon, all aged for two years in 

85% new French oak. It comes in at 15% alcohol. A gorgeous 

estate Tinto, this is concentrated yet always with an eye to 

maintaining some finesse, rather than becoming overly jammy. To 

be sure, you won't confuse this with an elegant Burgundy, but it 

has precision to go with the big fruit. Some air brings out the 

fruit—it's not sweet, but it is expressive and it lingers nicely. The 

texture is pure velvet. I won't be surprised if this improves to the 

point where it is entitled to an uptick, but for now, let's start here. 

At a minimum, it looks brilliant. Not imported, this runs around 95 

Swiss francs in Switzerland, where the owners reside.

- Mark Squires  (August, 2019)
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93
2015 Quinta do Zambujeiro Terra do 
Zambujeiro

The 2015 Terra do Zambujeiro is a blend of 53% Alicante 

Bouschet, 19% Tinta Caiada, 16% Touriga Nacional, 3% Petit 

Verdot (drastically reduced from last year) and 9% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, aged for 24 months in French oak (30% new). It comes 

in at 15% alcohol. This is very heavy on Alicante this issue while 

Aragonez was eliminated. The idea was to get the best lots, and 

the winery believes Aragonez did poorly in the very dry vintage. As 

tends to be the case, in good vintages this has become a star wine 

in its own right. Concentrated, tightly wound and penetrating, it 

already expresses the Alicante well, but it also needs some time to 

open more and become more harmonious. This is terrific. I'm not 

yet sure it's better than the 2013, both not being here together 

now, but it is at least as good. This is not imported. In 

Switzerland... 

- Mark Squires  (August, 2019)
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